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7o all whoin it MAY CONGErn ;

Be it known that I, THoaas Marmuws,
subject of the King of Great Britain, res1d-
ing at Leicester. in the county of Leéicéster,
mngland have invented certain mew and
useful Improvements in or Relating to Pup-
pet or Maricnette Shows, (for which I have
filed an apphc‘ltlon in Ln01and Nov. 18th,
19u, which has since become Patent No.

40()) of which the following is a spééi-
ﬁcutlon letelence being had Lhereln to the‘

accompanymo diawing.

This invention 1ehtes to toys of the mari-
onétte or puppet type and consists of a- con-
struction and arrangement by which pup-
pets of varicus types or clmmcters may be
mtelchangeqbly employed in  connection
with a sceriic or other background adapted
at_the’ upper part for the perfmmels or op-
erator’s head to be visibly projected there-
over immediately above the Lody and legs
of the puppet, the latter being caused by
wires or strings to peliorm various move-
ments or evolutlons _

The invention is preferably made -out of

cardboard or the like and consists of an up-

right member or background with or with-

out wings and which may be printed or
painted in colouls or otherwise to represent
stage scenery of any suitable character.
proscenium, platform ‘or
hinged to the upright member so that 1t can
be collapsed flat to same when not in use.
Or the proscenium, platform or stage may
be prmted or painted on the upnorht mem-
ber. -

The upright member is fashioned along
its upper edge so'that the chin of the opera-.

tor can rest therein with his face exposed
over the said member, and connected detach-
ably tc the fthloned edge is the headless
body of a puppet having Jomted limbs.

The head of the opemtox appears to form
the head of the puppet, and the limbs of the
latter are actuated by cords, strings or wires
which pass through slots in the top edge of
the upright member.

In further describing the invention refer-
ence will be made to the accompanying
drawing, wherein:—

Figure 1 is a peispective view represent-
ing, in"use, a
ing a concrete example of the invention.

A
stage may be

puppet show device constitut- -

’“mule 2 is 2 centr al Vertlcal section of. the,

uprwht or backeround membeér and hinged
platform.

Figure 3 is a front view of an uprwht
Ynembex or background having a painted or
printed platform.

Figure 4 is a rear view of the puppet

“shown in Figure 1. :
In the convenient c‘(ample shown in Fi ig-

ures 1 and 2, thé toy comprises an upright
member 1 which forms a general .back-

ground and may consist of a piece of card-

board suitably printed or got up as indi-
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cated, a torwardly p1o]ectm0' platform or -

stage 2. and a puppet or ﬁoure 3.

The phuioun or stacre 1§ . hmgedly at-

tached at 4 to a vertical front piece 5 which
by means of short sides 6 is carried by the
parts 7 these being vertically hinged at 8 on
the back 1.
nected at 9 and 10 to the front plece 5
parts 7 respectively so that when the plat-'

form is raised as indicated by the arrow in-
- Figure 2, the structure consisting of the’

members 5 6 and 7 will fold flat against the

back by the hinged sides 6 and parts 7 turn-
‘mgj in the manner indicated by arrows.in’

Figure 1. The platform has on its rear edge
a tonoue 11 -whieh fits into a slot 12 in the

back 1 for the purpose of supporting the
rear part of platform in the horizontal | posi- .

tion when the device is opened for use. It
will be understood that to collapse the device

the platfmm 1s raised and with the folding

of the front 5, 6, 7 as already described lies

flat against the face of the member 1. To_

opén “the device for use the platform is
pressed downwards until the tongue 11 en-
ters the slot 12 the downward movement of
the platform forcing forward the front 5

The platiorm may be arranged in any other
convenient manner or may e omitted. alto-
gether as indicated in Figure 8 where.the

back member 1 consists of a ﬂaf board suit-

ably printed or got up.

The upper edoe of the back m(,mber 1
(Figures 1 and 3) has formed in it an’ open-
ing 13 of suitable shape to admit of the in-
sertion thereinto of the operator’s chin in the
manner shown in Figure 1. At the bottom

The sides 6 are hmcredly con-
and’
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of the opening 13 a notch 1438 formed for-a .

purpose hereinafter appearing.
The puppet may be made of cardboard or
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other ‘sheet material suitably printed. Tt
may comprise a headless body 15 Figures 1
and 4 to which the limbs 16, 17 are loosely
jointed in some convenient. manner. The
body has attached to the rear thereof a sim-

ple hook 18 by which the puppet may be de-

tachably connected to the upright member 1
by -hanging it upon the edge of the opening
13, the hook being received in the aforesaid

notch 14 which prevents sideways displace:’

ment while the: operator’s chin fitting into
the opening prevents-upward “displacement
of the puppet. The body part 15 has a
shaped upper edge 19 to fit under the opera-
tor’s chini ' - - ‘ :

Cords, strings or wires 20 attached to the
limbs 16, 17 of the puppeét pass upwardly
from the 'puppet in front of the. member as
shown in Figure 1 and are carriéd in open
ended slots 21 or passages, afterwards pass-
ing down behind the member 1 -where they
may, as indicated by the dotted lines, be
manipulated by the hand of the operator to
move the limbs of the puppet. - To provide
freedom of movement for the limbs, the body
of the figure or puppet is held away from
the face of the upright member 1 by small
projecting loops: 22 of wire (Figure 4)
which conveniently may be formed with the

"hook 18."" ‘

The ~hook 18 constitutes a  convenient
means.“for supporting or suspending the
puppet upon the member 1 as it admits of the
figures being already changed. . The open
ended ‘slots 21 4lso"allow the cords, strings
or ‘wires to be easily inserted and removed
when the. figures are changed. Other means
may However, be used for supporting” the
pet. S
uppets or figures”of varfous types and
characters having movable limbs may be in-
terchangeably used with the main part1, and

when the ficure is the representation of any.
-animal, bird or other similar character, »

detachable mask: of corresponding facial
likeness may be worn. by the operator.

The upright member or backgronnd 1 may:

have wings hingedly connected to its sides
23~ These 'may ‘fold' flat upon . the said

“member or ‘be opened to angle relatively

thereto to assist in supporting it for use.
What T claim then is:— ‘
1. A toy of the marionette type prefer-
ably made of cardboard and comprising an

5 upright background member suitably print-

ed, and a fignre adapted. to be detachably
supported fromthe upright member, said
figure having loosely jointed limbs operable
by strings, and the background member be-
ing adapted at the  upper part for the op-
erator’s head to be visibly projected there-
over immediately above the figure.

2. A toy of the marionette type preferably

 made of cardboard and comprising an up-
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Tight background member suitably printed,

“upright member.

1,403,514

a figure consisting of a body and loosely
jointed. limbs the latter being operable by
strings, and means to support said figure on
the Front of the background member, the
latter being fashioned along its upper edge
so that the chin of the operator can rest
therein above the figure. ,

3. A toy of the marionette type prefer-
ably made of cardboard and comprising an
upright background member suitably print-
¢d and having an opening in its upper edge
to receive the operator’s chin, a figure con-
sisting of a body and loosely connected and
jointed limbs operable by strings, and a hook
on the back of said figure for attachment to
the opening in the background member to
SEPPOI‘!Z the figure underneath the operator’s
chin.
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4. A toy of the marionette type preferably -

madeof cardboardandcomprising an upright
background: member suitably printed and
having an opening in its upper edge to re-
ceive the operator’s chin, a figure consisting
of a body shaped at the top to fit under the
operator’s chin and having loosely jointed
limbs movably connected thereto, strings for
operating said limbs, and a hook on the back
of the body adapted to engage the opening
in the background to carry the figure in the
front thereof, the strings from the limbs of
the figure being carried in open ended slots
in the background member so-as to be op-
erable behind the latter for moving the

“limbs.

5. A toy of the marionette type preferably
made of cardboard and comprising an up-
right background member suitably printed

-and having a shaped opening in its upper

edge to receive the operator’s chin, a plat-
form hinged to said member so that it can
be’collapsed to a flat condition when not in

‘use, a figure consisting of a body and loosely

jointed “and - connected limbs operable by
strings from behind the upright member, and
means to detachably carry said figure on the
front of the upright member. SN

6. A toy of the marionette type preferably
made of cardboard and comprising an up-"
right background member suitably printed
and a having a shaped opening in its upper
edge to receive the operator’s chin, a. folding

. front " piece hingedly attached to the back-

ground member; a platform hingedly at-
tached to the front piece and adapted to en-

- gage the background member when in use,

saild front piece and platform collapsing to
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a flat condition ihen not in use, a figure -

consisting of a body and loosely jointed and
connected limbs operable by strings from be-
hind the upright member,-and means to de-
tachably carry said fisure on the front of the
7. A toy of the marionette type compris-
ing ‘a flat upright background member of
sheet cardboard, printed to represent a pro-
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scenium and stage and having a shaped
opening in its upper edge to receive the op-
erator’s chin, a flat cut out figure of printed
cardboard consisting of a headless body
having a shaped opening at the top to corre-

- spond with that in the background member

10

and fit under the operator’s chin, loosely
jointed limbs pivotally connected to said
body and operable by means of strings
passed through open ended slots in the upper
edge of the background member so as to be
operable behind the latter, and a wire hook
rigidly attached to the back of the figure
body and adapted to engage with a notch in

5 the shaped opening of the background mem-

ber to support the figure on the front of the
latter.

8. A toy of the marionette type compris-
ing a flat upright background member
of sheet cardboard printed to represent a
proscenium and stage and having a shaped
opening in its upper edge to receive the op-
erator’s chin, a flat cut out figure of printed

a

cardboard consisting of a headless body hav-
ing a shaped opening at the top to corre-
spond with that in the background member
and fit under the operator’s chin, loosely
jointed limbs pivotally connected to said

body and operable by means of strings

pressed through open ended slots in the up-
per edge of the background member so as to
be operable behind the latter, a wire hook
rigidly attached to the back of the figure
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body and adapted to engage with a notch in .

the shaped opening of the background mem-
ber to support the figure on the front of the
latter, and projecting loops of wire on the
rear of the figure to hold the latter away
from the face of the background member to
provide freedom of movement of the limbs.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS MATHEWS.
_ Witnesses: )

R. W. C. Tavior,
Grorge LESTER.
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