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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A toy puppet-like figurine with accessories is provided 

for animated life-like motion by the fingers of a child. 
The figurine has a rigid upper body including a torso and 
a removable elastic fabric lower body forming hollow 
legs connected thereto. The elastic fabric lower body in 
cludes an attached garment for covering the upper body, 
the garment being open at the back for entry of the 
child's fingers and having a recess formed in the upper 
rear of the legs dimensioned to receive two fingers for 
insertion into the hollow legs. A retention means is 
secured high up on the flat back of the torso between 
the shoulders to hold at least one finger directly against 
the back of the upper body providing upright support to 
the torso. The individual accessories are shaped to receive 
and be frictionally retained by the legs when rigidified or 
distended by the fingers. 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation-in-part of application 
Ser. No. 859,269, filed Sept. 19, 1969. - 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to a toy puppet-like fig 

urine. More specifically, this invention relates to a toy 
puppet-like figurine with a rigid upper body including a 
torso and a flexible fabric lower body connected to the 
torso for manipulation by two fingers of a child. 

Various dolls have been construted for manipulation 
by the hand of a child. One such doll is disclosed in 
U.S. Pat. 222,571, issued to W. Carlin on Dec. 16, 1879. 
This device employs a flap held in the hand in com 

bination with a rigid support protruding from the back 
of the flat pasteboard body and a hand-gripping elastic 
band to support the pasteboard doll for manipulation by 
the fingers of a child. Such a device in addition to being 
complex for a child to manipulate is not very life-like. 
Another doll is disclosed in U.S. Pat. 1,417,958, issued 

to A. Vogt on May 30, 1922. Vogt discloses a doll having 
a hollow celluloid body with a pair of spaced holes ar 
ranged in the rear thereof. Two fingers are inserted 
through the spaced holes to simulate the doll's legs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is an advantage of the present invention that an 

animated life-like toy puppet-like figurine is provided 
for manipulation by two fingers of a child. 

It is another advantage that the fabric material lower 
body is detachable from the upper body allowing the doll 
to be worn on the child's finger like a ring. 

It is another advantage that individual accessories are 
dimensioned to receive and be retained by the animated 
figurine. 
The toy puppet-like figurine includes an upper body 

having a torso constructed of rigid material with a sub 
stantially flat back portion for resting a portion of at 
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least one finger thereagainst. A removable lower body 
is formed of flexible material and includes an attached 
garment for covering the front and sides of the upper 
body portion and being detachably connected about the 
neck portion of the torso. An opening is arranged within 
the flexible material exposing the back of the torso and 
forming a recess adjacent the rounded bottom end of 
the torso. Two independently movable hollow legs formed 
by the flexible material extend downwardly from the re 
cess which is adapted to receive two fingers of a child 
for insertion of one finger into each of the hollow legs. 

Resilient retention means high up on the back is in 
cluded for holding the upper jointed portion of at least 
one finger, usually the index finger, flat against the back 
of the torso when the fingers are inserted within the 
hollow legs. The resilient retention means is arranged 
between the shoulders on the back of the torso for hold 
ing the inserted finger in direct contact with the back 
whereby the torso is held upright. It is advantageous to 
position the resilient retention means at least one inch 
above the rounded bottom end of the upper rigid body 
portion for providing balance of the upper body portion 
during manipulation of the toy by children. 
The toy puppet-like figure may include an accessory 

dimensioned to receive and be frictionally retained by 
the hollow legs when the fingers are inserted therein. The 
hollow legs when the fingers are inserted therein have 
sufficient rigidity to provide a wedging fit with the acces 
sory whereby the accessory and rigidified legs may be 
integrally moved for animation by a child. 

Alternatively, the torso of the toy alone may be worn 
on a finger like a ring by detaching the flexible fabric 
lower body from the torso. 

Other objects, aspects and advantages of the present 
invention will be more fully understood when the de 
tailed description is considered in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, as follows: 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of the toy puppet-like 
figurine; 

FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of the figurine; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the toy (the head 

is removed) with a child's fingers inserted in the hollow 
legs and in supporting contact with the back of the 
figurine; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the toy worn on 
the finger with the flexible fabric lower body and as 
sociated garment removed; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the figurine with a 
sleigh accessory; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the figurine with a 
motorcycle accessory; and 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the figurine with a 
flying saucer accessory. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODMENTS 

Referring to FIG. 1, the figurine 10 is shown having 
an upper body 12 including a hollow torso 14 having de 
tachable arms 16 and a detachable head 18. 
The hollow torso 14 is made of a rigid material, e.g. 

plastic, and has a substantially flat back portion 15 which 
may be at least partially roughened. The detachable arms 
16 and head 18 are made of a resilient material, e.g. 
rubber or resilient plastic, and are mounted to the neck 
and shoulders respectively, of the torso 14. 
A flexible material covering or lower body 9 includes 

an attached garment 17; the garment 17 being adapted 
to substantially cover the torso 14. This garment or body 
covering 17 is removably fastened about the neck of the 
torSO 14 by Snap 20 and has an opening 21 arranged 
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therein, exposing the back 15 of the torso 14, the opening 
21 communicates with a recess 22 formed in the flexible 
material adjacent the rounded bottom end 29 of the torso 
14. Extending downwardly from the recess 22 are two 
pouch-like hollow legs 23 and 25 formed by the resilient 
flexible material, for example such as elastic knit mate 
rial. An elastic band 24 is affixed to the flexible material 
along the periphery of the recess 22 for holding the in 
serted fingers within the hollow legs. 
A resilient retention means or elastic loops 26 is 

mounted high up on the back 15 of the torso 14 within 
holes 28 and 30 arranged between the shoulders. It is 
advantageous to have the elastic loop 26 positioned at 
least one inch above the rounded bottom 29 of the torso 
14 for balancing manipulation of the toy by children, as 
seen most clearly in FIG. 4. The loop 26 should be posi 
tioned so that the distance between the rounded bottom 29 
of the torso 14 and the loop 26 is at least 30% of the 
distance between the rounded bottom 29 of the torso 
14 and the top of the head 18. 

It has been found to be advantageous for proper manip 
ulation and realism to construct the toy with the torso 
14, the head 18 and hollow legs 23 and 25 ali of sub 
stantially the same length; each being approximately one 
third (1/3) the total length of the toy. 

For animation, the child inserts two fingers through the 
recess 22 into the hollow legs 21 and 23. Preferably, 
as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 the index finger and adjacent 
finger are used but other combinations of two adjacent 
fingers may be employed. Prior to such insertion, the index 
finger is slipped through the elastic loop 26 in a ring-like 
manner as seen in FIG. 3 for holding a portion of this 
finger above the first finger joint in direct contact with 
the back 15. It may be more comfortable for some 
children to insert both fingers through the elastic loop 26 
prior to insertion into the hollow legs 23 and 25 to provide 
ease of manipulation. 
The fingers are then inserted into the recess 22 so 

that the finger tips extend downwardly toward the bottom 
of the hollow legs 23 and 25 and the distended or rigidified 
legs may be inserted into boots 32 and 34 if desired (see 
FIGS. 5 and 6). The elastic loop 26 is located near the 
knuckle and it holds the portion of the index finger be 
tween the knuckle and first joint in direct contact with 
the flat back 15 of the torso 4 so that the upper body 
12 is held upright; the roughened region 31 of the back 
15 aiding in maintaining good frictional contact between 
the finger portion and the back 15. The elastic band 24 
further aids in holding the inserted fingers within the 
hollow legs 23 and 25. Thus, the child may readily ani 
mate the figurine by moving his two fingers. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the toy may be used with the 

detachable garment 17 and fabric material lower body 
19 removed from the hollow torso 14. The “legless' toy 
figurine is worn on any finger desired in ring-like fashion 
for animation by a child. 

Referring to FIG. 5, the figurine 10 is shown with a 
sleigh accessory 36. The child has inserted his two fingers 
through recess 22 and into flexible legs 23 and 25. Motion 
of the tips of his fingers will move the legs 23 and 25 
providing animation of the figurine 19. 
The sleigh accessory 36 has recesses 38 (only one being 

shown for ease of description) dimensioned or shaped 
to receive the flexible legs 23 and 25 when distended or 
provided with sufficient rigidity through placement of the 
fingers therein. The recesses 38 receive the distended or 
rigidified legs providing a wedging or friction between the 
seat 40 and the distended legs. 

Referring to FIG. 6, the figurine 10 is shown with a 
motorcycle accessory 42. The motorcycle accessory 42 
has a frame 44 dimensioned or shaped to receive the flexi 
ble legs 23 and 25 when distended or rigidified through 
placement of the fingers therein. The distended or rigidi 
fied legs are placed within adjacent recesses 46 (only one 
being shown for ease of description) providing a wedging 
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4. 
fit against the frame walls 48 of the adjacent recesses 46. 

Referring to FIG. 7, the figurine 10 is shown with a 
flying saucer accessory 50 having two recesses 52 and 54 
positioned therein dimensioned to receive the distended 
or rigidified legs 23 and 25. The recesses 52 and 54 provide 
a wedging or friction fit with the distended or rigidified 
hoilow legs 23 and 25 when the fingers are positioned 
therein. The accessories 36, 42 and 50 and figurine 10 are 
thus integrally movable for animation by the fingers of 
the child. 

It should be understood by one skilled in the art that 
various modifications may be made in the present inven 
tion without departing from the spirit or scope thereof 
as described in the specification and defined in the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
E. A toy puppet-like figurine for manipulation and 

support by two fingers of a child comprising: 
an upper body including a hollow torso made of a 

rigid material having a substantially flat back por 
tion for resting a flat portion of one finger there 
against; 

a lower body formed of a flexible material having an 
attached torSo-covering garment connected about the 
neck portion of said torso for support of said lower 
body by Said torso, Said garment having an opening 
therein exposing the back of said torso and forming 
a recess adjacent the bottom of said torso with two 
independently movable hollow legs extending down 
wardly from said recess; 

Said recess communicating with the interior of said 
hollow legs and being arranged to receive two fingers 
of a child for insertion of one finger into each of 
Said hollow legs; and 

resilient retention means comprising an elastic loop 
encircling and securely holding a portion of at least 
one finger against the flat back portion of said torso 
when the fingers are positioned within said hollow 
legs whereby said torso is held against the one finger 
portion allowing the torso to remain in an upright 
position and holding the inserted fingers within the 
hollow legs for manipulation of the legs and inserted 
fingers relative thereto. 

2. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 
wherein Said resilient retention means is arranged be 
tween the shoulders on the back of said torso for holding 
a portion of the inserted finger in direct contact with said 
flat back whereby said torso is held upright. 

3. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim : 
wherein Said torso is roughened over a portion of said 
flat back for providing frictional holding contact between 
the finger portion and said flat back. 

4. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said flexible material covering garment is re 
movably fastened about the neck of said torso. 

5. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 1 
wherein Said upper body includes a head mounted to said 
torSO and Said resilient retention means is mounted to 
the back and positioned so that the distance between the 
bottom of Said torso and said resilient retention means is 
at least 30% of the distance between the bottom of said 
torso and the top of said head. 

6. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 5 
wherein said head and said torso are substantially the same 
length for providing ease of manipulation and realism 
of the toy. 

7. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 
wherein Said resilient retention means is positioned at 
least one inch above the bottom of said torso. 

3. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 
wherein a resilient Support band is arranged about the 
periphery of said recess for holding the fingers within 
said hollow legs. 

9. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 
including an accessory having recesses dimensioned to 
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receive and be frictionally retained by said hollow legs 
when distended, said hollow legs undergoing sufficient 
expansion when distended to provide a wedging fit when 
positioned within said recesses, whereby said accessory 
and distended legs may be integrally moved for anima 
tion by a child. 

10. A toy puppet-like figurine capable of being worn 
in a ring-like manner on the finger of a child comprising: 

a torso made of a rigid material having a substantially 
flat back portion for resting a flat portion of a finger 
thereagainst; and 

an elastic loop mounted to the back of said torso 
through two holes arranged between the shoulders 
and being tensioned to hold said flat back portion 
and finger portion securely together, whereby the 
torso may be worn on the finger of the child in a 
ring-like manner. 

11. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 10 
wherein said upper body includes a head mounted to said 
torso, said head and said torso being Substantially the 
same length for providing ease of manipulation and 
realism of the toy. 

12. A toy puppet-like figurine for manipulation and 
support by two fingers of a child comprising: 
an upper body including a torso with a rounded bot 
tom made of a rigid material and having a substan 
tially flat back portion for resting a flat portion of 
one finger thereagainst; 

a lower body formed of flexible material interconnected 
to said torso for support of said lower body by 
said torso, said lower body having a recess arranged 
therein adjacent said rounded bottom of said torso 
and having two independently movable hollow legs 
extending downwardly from said recess; 

said recess communicating with the interior of Said 
hollow legs arranged to receive two fingers of a 
child for insertion of one finger into each of said 
hollow legs; and 

an elastic band mounted about the periphery of Said 
recess for holding the inserted fingers in position 
within said hollow legs to retain the fingers within 
the hollow legs whereby the fingers are inserted 
through said recess into said hollow legs and held 
therein allowing manipulation of said legs. 

13. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 12 
including an accessory having recesses dimensioned to 
receive and be frictionally retained by Said hollow legs 
when the fingers of a child are positioned therein, said 
hollow legs having sufficient rigidity when the fingers 
are positioned therein to provide a wedging fit when 
positioned within said recesses, whereby said accessory 
and rigidified legs may be integrally moved for animation 
by a child. m 14. A toy puppet-like figurine for manipulation and 
support by two fingers of a child comprising: 
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6 
an upper body including a hollow torso made of rigid 

material having a flat roughened back portion for 
resting a flat portion of one finger thereagainst; 

a lower body formed of a flexible material removably 
interconnected with said torso for support of said 
lower body by said torso and having a recess formed 
within said lower body adjacent the bottom of said 
torso and two independently movable hollow legs ex 
tending downwardly from said recess; and 

resilient retention means arranged between the shoul 
ders on the back of said torso and comprising an 
elastic loop encircling and securely holding the in 
serted finger in direct contact with the back whereby 
said torso is held upright with a portion of the finger 
in frictional holding contact with said roughened 
back portion and said inserted fingers are held within 
said hollow legs. 

15. A toy puppet-like figurine as claimed in claim 14 
including an accessory having recesses dimensioned to 
receive and be frictionally retained by said hollow legs 
when the fingers of a child are positioned therein, said 
hollow legs having sufficient rigidity when the fingers are 
positioned therein to provide a wedging fit when said 
rigidified legs are positioned within said recesses, whereby 
said accessory and rigidified legs may be integrally moved 
for animation by a child. 

16. A toy puppet-like figurine for manipulation and 
support by two fingers of a child comprising: 
an upper body portion including a hollow torso, having 

a rounded bottom made of a rigid material; 
an outer covering formed of a flexible material re 

movably connected about the neck of said torso for 
support by said torso and having a single opening 
arranged therein adjacent the rounded bottom of 
said torso and sized to receive two fingers; and 

a pouch-like portion communicating with said opening, 
said pouch-like portion having two independently 
movable hollow legs extending downwardly there 
from and being dimensioned to receive and retain 
one finger within each of said hollow legs. 
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