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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Gustrine MiLNer
Masry, a citizen of the United States - of
America, residing at New York city, in the
‘county of New York and State of New
York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Implovements in ‘Toy Theatrical De-
vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to a toy theatre
which is characterized by the provision of
a proscenium arch in combination with a
rotatable stage having about its margin a

series of scenes which when successively.

brought into display position will portray
a play or connected sequence of events.
It is contemplated that my invention

shall be used in conjunction with small

phonographic records which will produce

the music, dialogue of other sounds neces- -

sary for the 1nterpretat10n of or as an accom-
paniment to the scenes, the whole forming a
mechanical organization for the production
of a play having changing scenes.

It is a further object of my invention to
adapt the toy to be collapsed, and, in order
that it may be produced at a relatlvely
small cost, I contemplate so designing the
parts composing the toy theatre that they
can all be printed on sheets of paper or

cardboard which will be provided with fold

lines and interlocking .tabs by means of
which the whole may be set’ up and as-
sembled in operating position.

The advantages of my invention and its
method of construction and operation will
be best understood by reference to the ac-
companying drawings which  disclose the
preferred embodiment of my invention as
“produced from cardboard or paper, and in
which :—

Fig. 1 is a front view of the complete toy
theatre.

Fig. 2 is a plan view of Fig. 1 pftrtly'

broken away.
Fig. 8 is a fracrmental detail view in per-

spective of the rotatmcr stage, omlttlng the -

figures and scenery.

Tlor 4 is a detail view of part of a paper
blank for forming a sectlon of the stage
scenes.

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the proscemum
blank.

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the bhnk for
the stage support; and

Serial No. 453,972, o

Fig. 7 is a side elevation of the assembled

theatre with the revolving stage removed

and the proscenium broken away. -
Similar reference numerals refer to simi-
lar parts throughout the drawings. :
The toy theatre as shown comprises three

main portions, namely, the proscenium, the

The

stage support and the rotatable stage.
proscenium is indicated by the reference
numeral 1 and has an opening 2 (Fig. 5)
therein through which the scene on the stage
can be viewed. The proscenium is flanked
on each side by wings 8 which diverge out-
wardly and upon which T place a suitable
display preferably indicating boxes for the
audience viewing the play. The proscenitm
is suitably decorated to indicate the curtain
and drop and if desired the orchestra below

the stage opening. -‘The blank from which.
the proscenium is-formed is shown in Fig.-

5 and is creased to fold along the dotted
lines 4, which line is the line of division
between the wings. 3 and the proscenium,
and each-wing adJ acent to this line of fold,
is provided with a bottom interlocking tab
5 having one edge cut partway to f01m a
slit 6. One wing 8 at the bottom of its
free edge is prov1ded with a side tab 7 Wlth
a shit 6 therem

The support for the stage-and proscemum
will be best understood by reference to
Figs. 6 and 7, the former of which shows
the blank from which the support is made.
Thig blank comprises a center portion 8
provided with a central pivot opening 9 and
having its forward edge 10 struck on the
curve substantially conforming to that at
which' the proscenium proper will be set
when in operating position. This central

portion is divided by longitudinal weak-

ened fold lines 11 and a tmnsverse fold line

12 which define’ about the margin of the
support. 8 the side wings 13 and the back

wing 14. The back wing itself is provided
with fold lines: 112 foumno' continuations
of the fold lines 11 and beyond these fold

lines 11* each end of the wing 14 is cut to-
The  side

form an interlocking - tip 15.
wings 18 -are slotted at 16 to receive and
interlock with the tips 15 when inserted
therethrough after the side and end wings
have been folded down at right angles to
the platform 8 and the ends of the wing
14 bent forward on the lines 117 This is
illustrated in Fig. 7. One side wing 13 is
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adapted to be connected to the wing 3 of
the proseenium which is not provided with:

a tab 7.

The lower wing is provided with .an-ex-.

tension strip 17 (Fig. .6)- which-continues
from a fold line 18 at one end of edge

10 and is provided near the wing: 13 with

reversely facing slits 6 and 6 This strip
17 connects as an integral port with .the
right hand wing 3 (see Fig. 7) having a
fold - line: 20-tat its line  of: junction.. In
order to provide means for cross bracing the

side wings 18- at: their forward end and also:

to- connect: the base to the:left-hand:-prosce-

nium wing 3 (Kig: 5), the:other side wing:

18 is provided beyond its fold: line 21 with
an-extension:intdine with its outer:or bot-
tom: edge, which extension is divided by a

longitudinal cut into-the wings 22-and 23.:

The wing 22 has near its ends reversely:dis-
posed slits 6 and: 6" and: the: wing:.23 has
near the ccenter of itg' inner edge (Fig. 6)

a shoulder 24;:the inner edgeé of which: is:
in-line wvith the fold:dine 11-of the adjacent:

wing :138. The free-end of the wing 23 is
provided with a slit6.:

In -assembling' the proscenium and stage
support; as described, the proscenium wings
3 ‘are bent forward :from. the fold lines 4
to an appropriate angle -and the:-tabs 5 are

folded back and up against the rear face:

of the wings.~ Thewings 13 of the support

are then folded down, the wing 14 is folded-
to a similar- position and :its ends folded

about: the rear-ends of the wings 13 and the

locking tips ‘15 are engaged in:the slits 16~

to lock the wwings 13- and. 14 in-assembled
position.. This will bring the wing 23 in
vertical position above the wing 22:and this
wing 23 is then folded ‘at line:19 across at

right angles to the -wing: 22 and its' down -
turned: slit 6 will interlock in the upturied

slit 6+ of the wing 17; thus bracing the for-
ward ends of the wings 18 together and

‘presenting the shouvlder 24 in- position to.

form a support across the center of the for-
ward edge' of the platform 8. The wing
927 is inserted between the adjacent wing 3

and its tab 5 and the wings down turned, slit:
6% is caused to interlock in the upturned:
slit 6 of said tab, while the upturned slit 6
at the end of the wing:22 is interlocked with -
the slit 6 of the tab 7. In like manner the
wing 17 is interposed behind and-interlocked -
with the tab 5 of its respective wing'3 (see:

Tig. 7). The cross wing 23 ig-of ‘such
length relatively to the width of the pro-
gscenium: 1 that the-latter is ‘caused to - as-
sume a convex shape and is held:in this posi-
tion ‘betwveen the wings 17 and 22 and: the
parts are -all’so “disposed- and -interloeked:
asto form a relatively firm support. _
The stage proper is formed by a circular

member 25 of ‘cardboard or suitable ‘ma--

terial having a central opening for the re-
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ception of a pivot pin 26 adapted to work
in:the -center hole 9 of the stage platform 8
in-which position the periphery of the disk
will. .conform substantially to the curvature
of the platformedge 10-and of the proscenium
and will move in close juxtaposition to the
latter. This stage is provided with a series
of equi-distantly spaced peripheral notches
27 which are disposed radially and spaced
on an arc substantially equal to the arc sub-
tended by the: proscenium;.opening 2. As

- shown,: there: are. four of ‘these notches and

I therefore intend to subdivide the rotary

stage-into: four stage scenes, but any num-

ber may be used aceording to the diameter:of
the stage and the width of the opening 2.
These - stage - scenes :are defined by walls
decorated to form:scenery and:each formed
from a blank of paper, cardboard or suit-
able material .provided. with:. vertical fold
lines'28-which subdivide:the back: center 20
of the scens-from- its similar:divergent end
wings80: . These latter: wings: at:their. bot-
tom -edges-are provided with-tabg 31 (Fig.

'4) which are adapted: to be received -in’ the

stage-slots: 27 and:to* be -bent. to” interlock
the-outer-ends.of the walls 80 to the stage.
Eachi center wall 29 is provided: on its rear
along its bottom edge with a strip 82 which
is: pasted -theretor and to -the: stage so as
to hold:the wall 29-at-its: center securely in
position-onthe stage: I provide four of
these stage scenes, each similar:to the:other
and similarly mounted on-the rotating stage,
their:center: walls 29, as: seen. -in Fig, 1,
forming a rectangular square about the cen-
ter of ithe stage and their side walls 30 form-
ing abutting' pairs which® are interlocked
by means:of the:tabs:31 and slots 27 to-the
margin of the:stage. On all of the scens
walls may be portrayed similar or chang-
ing scenery. Kach scene wall is p:refe.ra.bijy
initially attached toithe stage by pasting.its
attaching strip 32 to'the stage and its walls
30 are Tolded togetherito overlap each. other
and the whole s then: folded down upon the
stage so that the:stage and its' scenery can
be shipped collapsed. « Each rear attaching
strip 32, whichi'is pasted in-part to the
stage andiin’ part to a scene wall- 29, pref-
erably carries a center brace leg 33 avhich
can be folded out at right angles to wall 29
so as to engage the stage like a prop, when
the wall 29 has:been- folded up to vertical
position.,

Upon each stage scene T arrange figures,

“articles iof-furniture and the like as may: be

required for the scene. As-illustrative of
this phase-of my invention the scene por-
trayed in- Fig. 1 will comprise two figures
mounted on the stage, the figure 84 at the
left representing “Little:Red Riding:Hood”
and the figure 35 at the right representing
the«wolf. . In:each’ case these: figures: are
attached by pasted strips 327, similar to 32,
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- {0 the stage and are provided with prop

wings 83, similar to 33, this arrangement
permitting these figures to be folded down
on the stage for shipment. The other scenes
are provided with the figures according to
the different scenes to be portrayed which
are mounted in such relation that as the
stage is rotated and the successive scenes
presented before the proscenium opening 2,
there will be a sequence of events which
will in a fashion present mechanically a
moving picture or automatic change of
scene. .

T have not illustrated the phonograph
which. I contemplate using with this in-
vention, but it is to be understood any me-
chanical means may be provided which will
serve to explain or in any way increase the
interest of the successively displayed scenes.
Tor instance appropriate phonographic rec-
ords may be furnished with each set of
scenes.

Having thus described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is:—

1. A toy theatrical device comprising a
stage support, a convex proscenium arch, and

a circular rotatable stage mounted on said

support concentric with and juxtaposed to
the rear surface of the arch, said stage be-
ing subdivided by upright radial walls into
a series of separate stages, each stage at its
outer margin being adapted to occupy the
space between the sides of the proscenium
arch.

9.-A toy theatrical device comprising a
stage support, a proscenium arch having a
convex portion between divergent walls, and
a series of complete stages formed by sec-
tors of a circular rotatable stage element
mounted on said support concentric with
and juxtaposed to said rear face of the
proscenium and having vertical radial
walls which divide the several stages and
are adapted by juxtaposition to and align-
ing with the walls of the proscenium arch
te completely define the stage in use.

3. In a toy theatrical device, a proscenium
comprising lateral divergent wings and a
convex intermediate portion, a stage support
connected to the proscenium and disposed
below the proscenium opening, and a hori-
zontal stage rotably mounted in said stage
support and comprising a series of complete
scenes adapted to be moved successively into
display position behind the proscenium
opening and each scene having side walls
which at their outer ends are juxtaposed to
the proscenium wings so as to define the
stage.

4. A toy theatrical device, a stage sup-
port, a proscenium arch, a circular stage
mounted on said support with its peripheral

a8

edge in proximity to the sides of the arch
and projecting forwardly therect to form
the proscenium stage, said rotatable stage
having mounted thereon a series of stage
gettings, each comprising upright walls ex-
tending radially in alignment with the sides
of the proscemum arch opening, and each
pair being formed by the outwardly bent
ends of & back wall mounted on the stage.

5. A toy theatrical device in accordance
with claim 4, in which the side walls of ad-

jacent stage scenes abut and at their outer

ends are connected to the stage in position
to brace each other.

6. A toy theatrical device comprising a
proscenium with divergent wings, a col-
lapsible box-like support disposed in the
rear of the proscenium, interlocking tabs
to connect the support to the proscenium
and its wings, and a stage mounted on said
support, said support comprising a ecross
member extending from wing to wing of
the proscenium and adapted to hold the
proscenium bowed outwardly, the stage
being curved to substantially correspond
with the curvature of the proscenium.

7. A toy theatrical device comprising, in
combination, a proscenium having lateral
wings with a bottom tab on each wing and
an end tab on one wing, a stage support
comprising foldable interlocking marginal
supports, connecting menibers at each
side adapted to interlock with said tabs, a
cross connection for the front end of said
marginal stage supports, and a stage com-
prising foldable elements forming a stage
setting. _

8. A toy theatrical device comprising a
proscenium-of arcuate form and a circular
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stage having a circumferential series of ver-

tically disposed radial and transverse walls
thereon forming separate stage settings
occupying equal sectors of the circle, said
sectors subtending an arc substantially
equal to that of the opening in the prosce-
nium arch, the adjacent radial walls of ad-
jacent stages being disposed to abut and
brace each other. : :

9. In a toy theatrical device, a prosce-

‘nium, a circular stage having radial mar-

ginal slots, foldable walls forming the sides
and background of scenes, end tabs on the
side walls adapted to interlock in the mar-
ginal slots of the stage, means to connect the
background portion only of said walls to
the stage free to fold downwardly on the
stage, and foldable pictures on each stage
of objects forming a stage setting.

In testimony whereof T afix my signature.

GUSTRINE MILNER MABRY.
Witness:
Jas, H. TavLoR,
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